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TO THE MOS 
HIGH AND RENOW.-| 


| ned Prince, JAMES, by thegrace of God þ 


King of Great Britaine, France, and Ircland : 
Defender of the faith, &c. | 


0ST gracious Soueraigne, Thane 
\P preſumed to offer this Copie of my | 
MN Sermon to your Maiete , as an 
P accomptant for that which 1 did 
& ir your ſeruice. Not for any doubt Z 

| (© | a 1 Pare of the Serenitie of your 4- 
ERIN ASI) lowance : but to conuince the oa- | 
| lumniations of « tragicall trifler,ſo 
farre tranſported for the loſſe of his Helena, that he for- 
gets all duties becomes a reailer of the Prince of the pes- 
{ ple, a falſe accuſer of the brethren,and an inhumane diſ- 
pune of a ſoule that lines with God. Tantzne ais coe= 
eſtibus irz ? The brethren to whom hee ſends bi nar- | 
ration, are Rewerend in deed, but ſo reſpedtine of the 
Churches tranquilitie, that the idle ſound of his Trum- 
pet will make no Alarum. Their conſents did runne in 
the ation: or if a ſmall number were doubtfull for a 
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| whale, ſome perſons of H nour, and right good place,are 
et aline to teftifie, that moſt of them came willingly at 
the end of t his Sermonzto acknon ledge their ſatiſfaction. 
Ihere ſuch independencie is, as hee mſmuateth, it may 
be ſhewed fairely and regularly, without his Pothds or 
 flaues in corners. But if our premiſes haue incongruous 
concluſuns : what validirie 25 there tn his concluſtons,that 
haue no premiſes at all ? Superbooculoveritas non vide- 
tur, ſynceropatet, God open his eyes that be may ſee the 
 Prineely care, ſmyleneſſe, and Zeale of your Royall heart, 
ſparing nocharge for ſetling this gouernment , which hath 
beene mo#t auncient and profitable in the Church : That 
* hee may praiſe God for the ſweetneſſe of your Nature, 
' as his countrymen uſe to doe: And pray to God for the 
length of your dayes& continuance of your happy Raigne, 


my poore labours to the cenſure of your clementie, 1 ws 
ever ret CE Ele T 


* Tony Maieſties dutifull ſubiet? 
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as all your ſubietts hauz tuſt cauſe to doe.' So — 
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1xeoyced preatly when they ſaid vnto me, we will 
gore into the houſe of the Lord. 


4.480 V ſhall better vnderſtand the 

BY £;\Y occaſion that induced the Pro- 
Sh phetDauid towritethis Pſalme, 
if you will firſt remember cer- 
raine things written of the Ta- 
bernacle,in the Booke of Exo- 
dus and el{e-where. : 
It was called, The Taberya- 
cle of the Congregation, becauſc the people did aflem- 
ble together ar it forthe ſeruice of God : of Teſtimo- 
nie, becauſe it carryed manifeſt euidences of Gods 
preſence amongſt them. It was portable, and all 


things belonging to it were fo, becauſe the people | 


themſclues had then no-ſetled place of abode, but 
Iz Z B wandred | 


I | | 


v- wa 
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wandred like pilgrimes in the wildernes by the ſpace 
of fottie yeares. , 

| "And ſome whiles afcer they came into the Land 
'of Promiſe,itwas cargyed from place to place: being 
firſt pirched in Gilgall, 7/#: 4. afterward in Silo, 


campe of the 1ſraclites, 1 $49.4.It was taken by the 
Philiſtimes, ſent back to Bethſhemeſhzand laſt of all, 


placed in Kiriath-icarim, not in any publicke ſeate, 


was the care and reſpect that Saul had to Religion, 
that the Arke of God was neglected, and not ſought 
vnto in his dayes. 1 Chron.13. 3. : 
But good David inlarged it,and with folempnitie 
of ioy brought ir to Sion his owne Citie. Where firſt 
he pur itwithin a tent or Tabernacle.For albeic God 
had foretold that he would not alwayes wander too 
and fro, but would finde out a place of reſt, where 


reuealed to Dauj4, he prouided curtaines and a tent, 
whereunto ic had bzene wonted almoſt a chouſand 
EATCSe. 
 Butwhen hevnderſtood thattheLord had choſen 
the hill of Sionto be an habitation for himſelfe, that 
there ſhould be his reſt for cuer : and thatthe people 
with vnanimitie did willingly entertaine the. exer- 
 ciſes of Religionin the ſame place. Ashe was abaſhed 
; ro dwell in a houſe of Cedar, and to leaue the Arke 
' of God vnder Curtaines, and thereupon reſolued to 
' build an houſe for God, tiff the charge thereof was 
| committed ouer to Salomon his Sonne : ſo in teſtifi- 
| | cation 


-Toſ#.18. From thence che Arke was brought into the | 


but in the houſe of Abinadab a priuate man. $0 little | 


—— 


his Sanctuaric ſhould abide: thatplace being not yer | 
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cation of his owne gladneſſe, that Religion ſhould 
now grow to a ſetled certaintic, hee conceived aud 
writthis Pſalme, 

Thus much of the occaſion. which giuertt vs in- 
ſtruction; namely that the ſupreame power and au- 
thoritie of ſetling Religion; and the ceconomie or 


the King. Dauid performed both moſt happily with- 
out controulement: and thatcould not haue wanted 
here, more then it did in his faire purpoſe of build- 
ing the Temple, if the bounds of his vocation had 
beeneexceeded in this, as they were inthar. 

God requireth double ſeruicefrom Kings : one is 
of obedience,as they be me: : the other of prouiſion, 
by reaſon of their office,and as they are Kings:there- 
in they muſt ſerue God extraordmarily aboue all o- 
ther men, by making holy Lawes, not for the cinill| 
ſtate of their Kingdomes alone, but in matters alſo 
concerning diuine Religion, and government of the 
Church. If this were not an incident of the Royall 
office, the holy Ghoſt would not haue attribured the 
deformities of Religion, and mil- gonernment of 
the Church tothe want of a King.-It is an vſuall ac- 
clamation in the Booke of Iudges, and the ordinary 
cenſure of the holy Ghoſt in thoſe caſes, Then there 
ws no King in Iſrael. But how ſhould the want of a 


ſuch things were not within his verge and charge > - 


99970 his Sonne after him : and (teaſt any ſhould ima- 


diſpoſition of the ceremonies thereof belongeth to | 


Dauid here held ira part of his dueric,ſo did, 9alo-| 


gine thattheſe twowerepriuiledged for thoſe affaires 


King occaſion diſorder inreligion,ifthe re&ifying of| 
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by particular warrant,)ſo did 4/a : fo did 1choſaphat : 
ſo did Ezechias : lo did eſtas, as appeareth in the 
Bookes of Kingsjand Chronicles: {o did Con/tantine 
the firſt Chriſtian Emperour : ſo did Theodoſus : fo 
did Gratian: ſo did Inſt:tiiay : fo did Charles the great, 
as the Eccleſiaſticall Stories teſtifie : fo Flentherins a 
Biſhop of Rome aduiſed L#ciz ro doe,that was King 
of Britaine abour 1 5 0.yeares after Chriſt,and giueth 
this teaſon of his aduile; 2414 Picarivts Des eftis in 
veſtro reguo: you (faith the Bilbop of Rome vnto the 
King) may make Lawes for religion, becauſe youare 
Gods Lieutenant, Vicar, and Deputie within your 
owne Kingdome:ſo the municipal Lawes of ourking- 
dome intendeth : for they account not the Prince a 
meere Ciuill or Eccleſiaſtical perſon, as they doe 0- 


in both, | 
So Paul determineth of this point forthe new Te- 
ſgment, when hee willeth prayers to be madetfor 


|taineth the cauſes thereof: the third hath a praiſe of 
| [Teruſalem, and a prayer for the ſame ; my purpoſe ig 


Kings and men in authoritie, that we may leada quiet 
and peaceable life in all godlineſſ= and honeſty. And 
' what meanes can wee haue from Kings for godlineſle 
and honeſty ? none verily but by their authoritie and 
power, whereby as Guardians of both Tables of the 


thers, but mixt: by reaſon of the power that he hath | 


| Law of God they make Edicts for obſeruation of the 
| one and other. 

Now to the Plalme , which conſiſteth of three 
parts: the farſtexpreſſeth Dauzids ioy : the ſecond con- 


[00 treat of the two former. 


Danuids 
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corruption of our nature doth peruert many things 


.them euill and vnlawfull. So we doe in this particular 
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Daxids ioy teacherh vs that Gods children benot 
Stoiks: akinde of Philoſophers that dgſired to be with- 


or aftcEtions. And furtherir informethvs,that god- | 


lineſſe ſtandeth not in ſolempne or ſowre lookes. The 
moſt godly haue their atteQions : God planted rhem 
in man, when he ſtood in perfect integritie vaſtained 
with ſin. And Chriſt himſeltewas not without them. 

Then it is no part of holinefle to ſhake off all affe- 


ions : but, tro ſubdew and temper. the heate of 
them, when *they are blowne with the bellowes .of 
concupiſcence,that no flame be kindled againſt God, 
againſt our neighbours ,againſ our ſclues,againſt our 
owne fſaluation : this is aſpeciall kinde of godlineſle, 
of pietie, of holineſle, of Chriſtianitie. 

Take away ſorrow in afflitions, and all chaſtiſe- 
ment of diſcipline ſhall proue vaine. Where will 


that godly ſorrow be that worketh repentance notto 


be repented of? Take away ioy in proſperitic,and no 
place will be left for thankes-giuing.Take away both, 
& the Apoſtles rule muſt ceaſe, rezoyce with them that 
reioyce,and weepe with them that weepe. | 

Secingthen the affection of Ioy is naturall,planted 
in our hearts by the Creator, of great vie and neceſl1 
tie for performance of many good offices,the conclu- 
ſion followerth, that it cannot be bur lawfull. Yet the 


that be good and lawfull, and by our abuſe we make 


affecion,when we ſtudie,when we ſpend our thoughts 
and time in chearing vp our owne hearts, without 


regard of our ſinnes, without regard of the affli- | 
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judgements. indike ſort a great number peruertand 


their whole toy and delight in circumuenting their 
brethren : others when they wallow in the mire of 
their owne filthinefſe and ſenivalitic: others in heapes 


| of their rickcs with the foole in the Goſpell: in their 


ſurfers, drunkenneſle, and excefliue riot,with the rich 
Glutton : in the-venime and poyſon of their ſlande- 
rous tongues, with Dazids Tyrant. Pſaf.5.2. All theſe 
and ſuch like,are glad whenghey haue done euill, and 
reioyce inthe worſt things : therefore wee will call 
their joy carnall. Chriſtpronounceth a woe tothem; 
We? trto you that laugh now,for you ſhall weepe : T ou 


z0e downe into hell. 1eb. 20. Momentaneumeſt quod de- 
leftat, eternum vero quod cruciat. O remember that 
your pleaſures arc but tranſitoric,and your torments 
cuerlaſting. | 

There is 2nother kinde of ioy, called Spirituall, 
becauſe it proceedeth from the holy Ghoſt, and is 
reckoned amongſt the fruits of the Spirit. Gal. 5. Ir 


| is promiſed tothe fairhfull, Eſay 35. They ſhallobraine 


zoy and gladneſſe, and ſorrow and mourning ſhall flie a- 
ay. The Apoſtles felt the fruit hereof, when they 
departed from the Councill rejoycing that they were 
counted worthy to ſuffer rebuke for his name: The 


ſpeaketh to, yee ſuffred with oy, the ſpoiling of your 
goods, knowing in your /elues how that yee haue in hea- 
wen a better and an enduring ſubſtazce. Hebr. lo. 


| 


nd feare of Gods | 


change the rarure of chis affeRion, when they ſer 


paſſe your dayes in ioylities, and in a moment you ſhall | 


like comfort befell thoſe Saints, that the Apoſtle 
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Dry 


alacritie and chearefulneſſe that hee-obferved in the 
people, ſtirring vp one another, with a ſweete corre- 
ſpondencieor conſent, and encouraging themſelues 
with mutuallexhortations,to go intothe houſe of the 
Lord.This good Prince knowing the manifold graces 
of God that be diſpenſed in thEChurchgreioyceth in 
ſpirit and heart to fee his people inflamed with a 
deſire of.that place where they might cnioy them 
all. 

By this example hee doth teachand admotiiſh vs 
to conceiue double joy when God by his holy ſpirit 
doth not onely frame cuery one of vs to the obedi- 
ence of his word, but bringeth others alſo with vs 
into the ſame obedience, that wee may all hold a 
kinde of harmonie and fellowſhip in faith. Therefore 
if wee will be like David, wee muſt ioy, wee muſtrake 


a delight and pleaſure in the pietic of our brethren: | 


andaseuery one is firſt called, foto labour and ſtirre 
vp others to the like vocation, Ve ought to doe it, 
firſt inreſpeCt of Gods glory, which we are comman- 
ded to aduance. And if God beto be glorihedin all 
things of vs that are created for no other purpoſe: 
How carefull ſhould wee be to ſecke his glory in the 
ſaluation of mankinde, the moſt pretious thing in 
the world,if you value it by the price?Or ifthefriends 
of the woman did reioyce with her, when ſhee found 


her groat, how much more worthily may we triumph | | 
in an holy and ſpirituall kinde of ioy at theanding of || 
| that! __ 


Of this ſort was Davids joy here, as by the cauſes | 
- | thereof ſhall appeare. bao 2:h 40 
The firſt cauſe of his = was, the readitieſie, the | | 
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| that pretious groat which carryeth the ſtampe and 
Image of our heauenly King. Againe, thts care 15 re- 
commended vnto vs in that charitic which, wee are 
commanded toyeeld vnto our brethren. That char- 
ging vs with a ſpeciall care of their temporal lives, 
their name,and goods,doth impoſe a more holy care 
for their religion, faith, ſoules , ſaluation , and all 
things thereto belonging. Therefore I make that an- 
ther note out of this place and example,thar we ought 
to call ypon our brethren,and to exhort one another 
tothe cxerciſes of religion. 

Deſpiſe not this example, but imagine that theſe 
words be now no more the ſpeach of the liraelites in- 


couraging oneanother,but af the holy Ghoſt, rowſing 


vs all to the like endeauour. Ve will gee into the houſe | 


of the Lord. 


The benefits that God diſpenſeth in his houſe 
are of ſuch conſequencerthatthey may well breed in 
enery man a loue and liking of the Church. 

| Whetheryou looketothe Tabernacle, the Tem- 
ple, or the Church, God promiſeth his preſence and 
propitiatien to euery one of them particularly. For 
the Tabernacle, he ſaith, Exe4.25. They ſhall make me 
a ſanituary, and Twill dwell inthe middeſt of them. 
Of the Temple, 1 Kings 9. Thane heard thy prayer 
and ſupplication that thow baft made before mee. I haue 


hallowed this houſe, and my eyes, and my cares,and hart 
ſhall be there perpetually. 


Of rhe Church, where two or three be gathered to- 
gether in my name, 1 am in the nudſt of them. 
Now where God is preſent and ready to help,what 


— 


good 


| 
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good thing can be, that isnot thereto be found 2 See- 
ing heis the fountaine of all goodneſle,no good thing 
can belacking where he dwelleth, There is peace,ioy, 
ſaluation, comfort, and happineſle. 

On the other ſide, where God is not preſent, no 
miſchiefe is wanting: nor anguiſh, nor affliction, nor 
heauineſle, nor feare, nor the worme that dyeth nor, 
nor the fire that cannot be quenched. How miſerably | 
was Saul diſtreſſed when God left him? 1 Sams. 18. 


eueno are the godly, as oft as they are bereauecd of |. 


of the Tabernacle, of the Temple, of the Church : 
becauſe they want Gods preſence, they thinkethem- 
{cluesto bein akindeof hell. i#oe is mee that 7 ann con- 
ftrayned to dwell with Mcſech, and to have my habitati- 
0n among #t the tents of Kedar. | 
Beſides Gods preſence in the Church wee haue 
Chriſt theralſo our Mediator. Ther he exerciſcth the 
| office of his head(hip: there he gouerneth, guiderh, 
| quickneth,and nourifheth his members,and as atrue 
head, communicateth his owneliuclihood, and hap- | 
pineſſe with them, Furthermore in the Church the 
holy Ghoſt is inſpired by the diſtribution and influ- 
ence of his graces vpon the faithfull, Laft of all, in 
the Church and holy aſſemblies, the power of Gods 
word and Sacraments is moſt effeQuall. 
And iftheQueene of Saba did accountthem hap- | 


pie which attended King Saloon, to heare his wiſe. | 


dome: how much greater is their happineſle,that at- | 
tend the places where they heare wiſedome, not of 
man, butthe heauenly wiſedome of Almightie. God 


ſounding cffeQually in his word = 
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It we ſeeke our owne caſe,we neede not to goe far 


for it, as the lewes did to Teruſulem': it is brought 
hometo our dores;euery man may talke of it with his 
neighbour vnder his Vine and figge-tree. If we looke 
for profit : it is godlineſſe onely that hath promiſes of 
this life,and of the world to come. 

What would you haue,thart is not in jt ?Pleaſure ? 
O taſte and ſee how ſweet and gracious the Lord is. The 
teftimonies of the Lord are right and reioyce the heart : 
more to be deſired then Gold, yea, then much fine gold, 
ſweeter alſo then hony and the hony combe. 
If the pleaſure that commeth our of the Word be 


ineſtimable: ſuch as eye hath not ſeene,eare hath nor 
heard,and neuer centred into the hart of man. If god- 
lines be great riches: that pretious pearlewhich is-to 
be purchaſed of wiſe Marchants with the lofle of all 


we hauc.It nothing be more caſe for vs thento heare 
the word of God and tofeede our foules,atthe Lords 
ſacred Tadle. If this be that one thing that our Sa- 
uiour Chriſtfaith is necefſarie: then I beſecch you by 
the mercifulneſle of God, and inthe bowels of Iefus 
Chriſt, that yee come to it henceforth with more 
preparation and diligence; heare it with more heede 
and attention; and praQiſe it with more zeale and o- 
| bedience,then you haue doneformerly. And God the | 
father of lights from whom euery yood and perfett gift 
commeth, bleſſe vs all with the grace of his holy ſpirit 
that we may ſo doe indeed. 

Theſe Iewels andtreaſures,which cannor be found 
ont of the caſquetof the Church, may kindle a bur- 
ning flame of loue and affection to it: but the com« 
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mandement of GOD doth increaſe it yer further. 
Leu.17.5 The children of 1ſrael (hall bring their offrings 
(which they would offer abroad in the fields) and preſent 
them at the doore of the Tabernacle of the congregation, 
and be that faileth herein, that man ſhall be cut off from 
his people. The equitie of this law is great,and remai- 
neth ſtill: viz.that rothing be attempred in the wor- 
ſhip of God without ſpeciall direction, and warrant of 
his word. Which equitiein this particular of bring. 
ing their offrings to rhe doore of the Tabernacle, is 
grounded vpon two rea(ons, Firſt, thatthe Miniſters 
of the Altar might thereby haue a due proportion of 
maintenance. Secondly, that by theſe publike afſem- 
blies the puritie of doctrine might be kept inviolate. 
As for the firſt, there is an honour due vnto the Mi- 
niſters for their interrainment, Iho goeth a warfare 
of the owne coſt ? Who planteth a Vineyard and eateth not 


of his milke of the flocke > | 

That which was commanded in the Law to be gi- 
uen, was the Tenth part of all their increaſe: which 
being once ſequeſtred from priuate vſes, and conſe- 
crated to the worſhip of God, may not, for any thing 
I ſee, be altered. For I take Tythes to be due to the 
Miniſters of the Word by the lawes of God and Na- 
ture: a matter that will be thought hard toproue. Yet 
firſt vnderſtand the errour of thoſe that ſuppoſe 
| Tythes to-haue drawen their originall fromthe Leui- 
ticall Law : and that being abrogated, they imagine 
Tythesallſo to ceaſc,or at leaſt to remaine by poſitiue 
law alone. Behold a double miſconceir : Firſt, Tythes 


0 the fruit chereof ? Who feedeth a flocke and eateth not | 


II 
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Tythe of all he had. Gen.28. | 


| ham, and vowed by 1aceb at all aduenture? And fo 


' 


| arches (though they were reuerend and holy men) 
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were payd amdngit Gods people long before any 
Law was giuen. As we read of Abraham, Gen.14. he 
gaue unto Melchiſedeth the Fermth of all his ſpoyles. And 
lacob vowed in Bethel , that hee would pine God the 
Againe, incaſe the originall of Tythes hadbeene 
by the Leuiticall Law: yet Tythes need not ceaſe, as 
ſoone as thatjwas abrogated. I hold this for a rule, 
that thoſe Lawes are perpetuall, which hauea perpe- 
tuall cauſe . Butthe Law of Tythes hath a perpetuall 
cauſe , namely, the entertainment and maintenance 
of the ſeruice of God : Therejore the Law of Tythes | 
is perpetuall, Conſider againe what Abraham did ? 
he gauethe tenth of all things. To whom? To Mel- 
chiſedech the Prieſt of the high God. VWhen ? Surely 
400. yeares before GOD gaue any Law for Tythes. 
WhereuponlI doe infer thar'this Law of Tythes was 
grauen in the heart of man before it was written in 
Tables : And ſo conſequently it was the Law of Na- 
ture. Elſe how came it to paſſe , that 7acob did vow, 
and Abraham did pay nothing but Tythes? What 
(hould we thinke ? That Tythes were payd by Abra- 


they ſtumbled by chaunce vpon that which God af- 
terward eſtabliſhed by Law ? No, no : theſe Patri- 


gaue God no precedent to make his Law by: Bnt 
God by aſecret inftint mouned theſe holy men to doe 
thoſe things before Law, which afterward he eſtabli- 
| ſhed for Law. When the Gentiles hauing no Law, 
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Jet by mature doe the workes of the Law, are they not 
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(faich the Apoſtle) a Law to themſelnes? And why? 
becauſe they ſhew the worke of the Law written in 
theirhearts. After this ſort he moued Judah to giue 
ſentence againſt whoredome , before any Law was 
written'to puniſh it. So he moued Noeahto condemne 


-| Cham forhis vnreuerend behauiour, before thecom- 


mandement was giuen to honour father or mother. 
Sohe moued 7acob to deteſttheft , and tochallenge 


| Zaban for his wrongfull imputation , before the Law 


had ſaid, thou ſhalt not ſteale. Andeuen thus hemo- 
ved Abraham to pay Tythes to Melchiſedech the Prieſt 
of the high God, before the Law was ordayned to 
pay Tythes. And the Law ye know ordayned Tythes 


to be payd tothe children of Zeaze : But Abraham 


payd 'Tyrhes to Melchi/edech, whoſe Priefthood was of 


another order., then the children of Lewie were: to 


giue vs-to vnderſtand , that Tythes were due to all 
Prieſts, whether they were vaderthe Law, afore the 
Law, or afterthe Law. 

Hers me thinks, Theareſome aske, how it happe- 
ned then,that Chriſt,thatthe Apoſtles of Chriſt, made 
no expreſſe mention of Tythes to be payd in thenew 
Teſtament? | 

The anfwere is caſie , that whileſt Chriſtliued,the 
Prieſthood ofthe Law was not abrogated. And after 
it continued ſome ſpace in the Apoſtles time, vntill 
the diſſolution of that common-wealth : that the cere- 
monies-ordayned of God himſelte, might be hono- 


| rably buried. During whichtime, it was vnſcaſona- 
blefor Chriſt or his Apoſtles, to fnateh no vnto | 


themſelues , which by Law were yet ſctled in the 
. : C 3 Leuites. 


a. 


— 
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Leuites. But after that legall Prieſthood was aboli- 
ſhed, then to whom Tyrhes belonged , Chriſt him- 
ſelfe declareth , not in words but by his fact & deed. 
Vpon which I build the foundation ofmy argument, 
thus: | 

That which Chriſt recejued in right of his Prieſt- 
hood of the new Teſtament, is due to all the Miniſters 
that ſucceede him in theſame. But Chriſt received 
Tythes in right of his Prieſthood of the new Teſta- 
ment: Tythes therefore are que to all the Miniſters 
of the ſame. The aſſumption is proued in the 7.Chap. 
to the Hebr.Ver.g. And to ſayas the thing is, Leuie alſo 
which receineth Tythes,payd Tythes in Abraham: For he 
145 yet in the loynes of bis father Abraham when Melchi- 
ſedech met him, The Apoſtles purpoſe in that place is 
to proue the Frieſthood of Chriſt greater then the 
Prieſthood of Aaron. He proues it by two reaſons. 
I. The leſſe is bleſſed of the greater. Chriſt in Me/- 
chiſed:ch bleſfled Abraham and Lenie. Therefore Abra- 
ham and Leme are lefſe then Chriſt. 


His ſecond reaſon is drawne from the matterthat 
Ihaue in hand. The lefſe payeth Tythe vnto the 
| greater. Abrahamthe farher of Lewie payd Tythesto 


| Chriſt in Melchiſedech, Therefore Lenie did acknow- 


wie payd Tythes that were due to the Pricſt, into the 


ledge Chriſt to be greater Prieſt. How ? becauſe Le- 
| 


| hand of Melchiſedech the figure of Chriſt. 
Here twothings are remarkable: Firſt,that Tythes 


| were perpetually allorted to the Prieſt, elſe the Apo- 
' iſlesargument had carried no great ſoliditie. 
Secondly, that Melchiſedech neithergiueth the bleſ- | 


—_ 


| 


— 
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ſing, nor receiueth Tythes in his owne name : bur in 
the perſon and right of Chriſt, So asthar. which Me1- 
cbiſedech did in figure, was in deed andtruth done by 
Chriſt.lr was Chriſt that gauethe bleſſing vnto 4bra- 
ham, as wee may ſce by the efficacie thereof. It was 
Chriſt thatrecciued Tythes, asthe Apoſtledoth con- 
clude; notwrongfully. He commanded in particu- 
lar termes to giue vnto Ceſar the things that are C e- 
fars : In generall doctrine, to yeeld euery man his 
owne. Therefore no man canwell imagine that hee 
would foreſtall, or intercept any others due, bur re- 
ceiued his owne. By what right ? Sure, not in the 
rightof his Godhead , whereby the ſupreame domi- 
nion of allthings reſteth in him. Butby the titleand 
in the right of his Prieſthood : for fo the Apoſtle ar- 

ueth. 

: You that be hearers may make this vſe of m 

ſpeech, thatſecing Tythes were payd by Abrabazr, 
vowed by 1acob, preſcribed by theinſtin& of nature, 
beforethe Law: allotted to the Prieſts vnderthe Law: 


beenein iuſtand good poſſeſſion of them aboue 4000 
yeares: ſeeing they were dedicated tothe ſeruice of 
God: ſeeing they were deuoted vnto God : And the 
title or right, tharman had before donation: doth by 
the a&t,and from any ſuchtime of donation,rema ne 
the proper poſſeſſion of God, vnrill the worlds end, 
vnleſſe himſclfe renounce,or relinquiſh ir. Yeeld your 
Tythes willingly,becauſe you cannor hold them from 
your Miniſters without impictie. In ſuch cafes the 
Lordloueth acheerefull giuer: Er nos libenter accipimus 


beneficium 


"I 


continued ſince the Law : ſeeing the Church hath | 
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beneficium quod profit danti. Nobis quidem in hoc bene- 
facitis, ſed vobis melins. Beatius eft aare,quam actipere. 
Beſides the entertainment of Miniſters ,; there is 


ritie of ſincere-Doctrine might be kepr inutolable by 
that meanes from the corruption of Gentilitie , the 


poylonof Herelie, and the rage of Schilme: whileſt | 


the worſhip of God is nor left arbitrarie, or volunta- 


rie, but bathapreſcript forme from whence it is vn-|| 


lawtullto decline. For that hath beene, and alwayes 
will be dangerous. 
It is noted for a ſpecial blemiſhand ſtaineamongt 


common-wealth. | | To: 
And where lawes-eyther be not at all,, or want due 

execution : thatopr wauering:mindes benot held in 

a conformitie: It is the caſteſt'thing:in.'the world, 


with change, to' fall into confuſion and groſſe ide- 


-| latrie. in 
{| - Let Jeroboombethe example hereof, who hadno 


5 


ſooner withdrawne his followers from thoſe aſſem- 
blies that were appointed by better authoritie, but 
ſtraight-waies both himſelfe fell into Schiſme,and to 
[dolatrie: and wrapped all his adherents in the like 
| offences. So the Scripture markes him out eyeric 

where. Jeroboam that made I(raell to finne. 


\uer-be folind or felt in this Church: For if the pub- 


another reaſon for publique aſſemblies : char thepu-. 


the Iſraclites in the booke of ludges; That cuery one | 
did what he thought good'inhis owne eyes, withour } 
regard of law, oforder, of vniformitie in Church or | 


for man vaine and curious by nature, and delighted 


Ler leroboam carry this marke alonegand let itne-: 


— 


— like 
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like miniſteric bedefacedby any, not maintained by 


priuare families, and lead captiue ſimple women(and 
mea too) laden with finnes.and led with diuers luſts, 
cuer learning,and neuer able to come to the know- 
ledge of truth. Not vnlike to mothers which bring 
forth Monſters,which they hide in corners and ſecret 
places, ſhaming to ſhew them openly, and yer priui- 
ly doe feede and nourifh them. Yb; Apoffolica forme 
| £2 vita quam iattatss ? illiclamant, vos ſuſurratis : ill 
in publico, vos in anguls : illivt nubes volant,uos in te- 


{lis in vobis oſtenditis? Thus hath becne hatchedelſe- 
where, the hereſies of Papiſts, the frenſics of Ana- 
| baptiſts, the ſchiſmes ofraſhbrethren, and the pro. | 
phane impieties of Atheiſts,of ill egs,worſechickens. 

The remedie for theſe inconueniences 1s, to cut 
off arbitrarie worſhip, to reſtraine and ſuppreſſe whil- 
pcring or corner diuinitie. Thereforeto the entent we | 


all ioyne together in cheriſhing, intertaining, and 
frequenting one publicke miniſteria , one preſcript 
and ſetled forme of prayers and Ecclefiaſticall rites. 
This is not mine owne conceit, L learned it from Mr. 
 Caluin: Concerning the forme C—_ (faith he) and 
Eccleſuſticall rites, 1 doe very well like that they ſhould 
be certaine in a preſeript order, and that the Paſtors be 
not ſufferd to ſwerus from it : aſwell for the help of the 
ſample, as alſo that a conſent of all Churches may be held; 
| «nd laſtly, to prevent the raſhneſſe of theſe that affet? 
nouelties. | | 


others, but neglected : deceiuers will creepe into | 


nebris, ae {ubterrancis domibus deliteſcitis : Buidſtmile | 


may not haue, heres Chri(t,or there is Chriſt wernutt | 


Bernard mn 
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—The Miniſterie was ordained for this end, as the 

Apoſtle doth teach vs, Ephe/. 4. 14- that wee ſhould 

no more wauer like Children and be carried too and 

fro with cuery blait ot doGrine : whereby it appea- 
reth thar rhe ſpirit of God hath faſtned vs rothe pub- 
ike miniſterie, the better to hold vs i a conſtant 
loue of the truth. And therefore addreſſing our ſelues 
vntoir.let vs alſo reioyce to goc into the houſe of the 
Lord. | 

A matter (as ſome will obie&) eafte to beſaid and 
done amongit the Iſraelites, becauſe,firſt,the Taber- 
nacle, & afterward the Temple, were viſible & known 
to be deſtinated to the worſhip of God. Now the 
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knowne : doubts and queſtions are till moued which 
is the Church. | 


That theſe allay no part of your forwardneſſe : 


| heare I beſecch: you howthey may be cleared : and 


heare it not from me, but from S. A#2uſtine : Inter 
nos & Donatiftas queſtio eſt vbiſit Eccleſia? quid er- 
20 fact uri (umus ? im verbis noſtris eam ouaſitnri, anin 
verbis capitis ſui Domini noſtri Jeſu Chriſti® Puto quod 
in illies potius verbis eam querere debemus,qui veritas 
eſt, e** optime nouit corpus ſum. Nouit enim Dominus 
qui ſunt ſui . Nothing 1s fought for with more ende- 
| uorthenthe Churchandeothing miſtaken with grea- 
] ter error. The cauſc is apparant, for that wee ſecke it 
in the markes that wee frame of it to our ſelues, and 
not 1n the notes that Chriſt hath giuen vs to know it 
by . Men would haue the Church to be conſpicuous 


and vifible, bur wee cannot make that a marke ofthe 


Church, 
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Church, valeſſewee infringe anarticle of our Faith : 
1belecue the Catholike Faith. When lee a thing,there 
needes no faith for it : Faith in the Apoſtles doctrine 
is of things inui{tble, that cannetbe (ecne. 


Church : and it is plaine enough that the ancient fa- 
thers did vſually alledge their continued ſucceſſion of 


{ Bithops againſt Hereri1ques : Bur the principall point 


of their allegation conliſted in the ſucceſſion, nor of 
place or perton, bur of doctrine, which the good Bi- 

ſhops i1ad kept in along deſcent from the Apoſtles 

rimes. Percurre Eccleſias apud qu45 1þſe aahuc Cathedre 

Apoſtolorum preſutentur, ſonantcs vocem, & repreſen. 
tantes factem vninſcuruſq;. 

Amplitude and diffuſion is made another marke 
of the Church : and that had beene a very deceiue- 
able cogniſance, whenthe Arrian hereſic ouerſwayed 
all. But may ir not now be returned in prejudice of 
thoſe thar alledge-it ? who ſees nor the fall of great 
Babilon, and the'waine or abatement of the Biſhop 
of Rome his Hicrarchie. 

Laſt of all, Antiquitieis brought for a note of the 
Church : and if that were a certaine or perpetuall 
euidence, then was the Church ancient as ſoone £. 7 
began. A#guſtine found the vncertaintie and invalidi- 
tie of theſe markes that men deuiſe, and faith, »olo 
humans documentt ſed dium oracults ſunttam Eccle- 


ſum demonſtrari The markes that Chriſt hath giuen 


| ro the Church will be ſurer : firſt,becauſe he is truth: 
ſecondly, becauſe hee knoweth his owne body beſt ; | - 


this is a firme Maxime, that the Lord knoweth who 
Es D 2 | are 


 Succeſhon is as much vrged forknowledge of the 


Tertul.de. 
praſcript, 
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| that they ſhould baptiſe them, in the name of the Fa- 
| ſerucallthat hee had commanded. Behold the things 


| firſt,the ſincere doQrine ofthe Goſpell : ſecondly,the 


our, qui querit gloriammeamverax eſt;burthe church 
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| 


are his. Mat.28. when he ſent his Apoſtles to ſubdue | 
the world by gathering him a Church, three things. 
were giuen them in charge : firſt, that they ſhould 
preach the Goſpelloynto euery creature : ſecondly, 


ther, Sonne,and holy Ghoſt: thirdly,that they thould 
teach rhoſe that beleeued and were baptiſed, to ob- 


that 'the Maiſter of the houſe commanded to be 
in his houſe : arenot they true markes of the houſe? 


right adminiſtrationof the Sacraments: thirdly,thar 
forme of diſcipline (I meane nor any certaine man- 
ner, for that was neuer yet proued)which may bring 
obedience to Chriſts commandements:letthem thar 
vachurch vs ſo cafily at theirpleaſures,ioine ifſue with 
vsvypon theſe markes,and they ſhall ſee that we haue 
no cauſe through the grace of God to (hun the riall. 

The Church of Rome hath the VVord of God in- 
deed contained in their Bibles, we deny it not:butas 
Hicrome ſaith of ceitaine Heretiques, ſo we ſay of it; 
Heretiques corrupt the truth of the Goſpel with their 
falſe conſtruttions:and are like our wort kind of brew- 
ers,that make wine water, whereas cleane contrary,our 
Sauiour turned water into wine :{othey haucthe goſ- 
pell, but nottruely expounded, nor taught ſincerely. 

Firſt, becauſe they refer nottheir conſtructions to 
the glory of God,according to the rule of our Saui- 


ws 


of Rome attributing ſaluation to their owne merits, 


| aduancing free-will, extenuating originall {inne, &c. 
lecke 


—{ 
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ſecke not the glory of God, but their owne gaine : 
therefore they are not true. 
There is another reaſon of theirivntrye conſtructi- 
ons: becauſe they interpret not the Scripture accor- 
ding to the proportion of faith,as Pavlwilleth, Rom. 12 
Let him that propheſieth do it according t0 the proportion 
of faith.As all gold was not holy, but that;only which 
bel ongcdto thetemple:1o cuery ſenſe that is without 
compaſle of Scripture, though it ſhine and gliſter 
with neuer ſo much ſharpnes of wit, yet is it notholy. 
By the ſame ſpirit thatthe Scriptures were written, by 
the ſame they muſt be interpreted and vnderſtood : 


| thisis the golden rule to knowtruth from error;Scrip- 


ture muſt be interpreted by Scripture;not alwayes li- 
terally, not alwayes allegorically,not alwayes anago- 
gically , not alwayes tropologically; but the darker 
places by thoſethat be more plaine or eafie. And as 
Tertul writerh,oportet ſecundum pluraintellisi panciora: 
& ne vnus ſermo multa alia ſubuertat : fecundi onmia, 


| potius quam adrerſus ompia intelligendus erit. | 
Thou art Peter, and vpon this rocke will build my | 


Church : if we looke to the proportion of faith,Chriſt 
vndoubtedly is that prerious rocke,not Peter,as they 
would haue it : for the Church cannot be built but 


ther creature. Againe,Ynro theewill I gine the Keyes of 


the world,that the power of their Keyes whichis Ec- 
clefiaſticall, ſhould locke vp and let looſe the power 


of the ſmord,and ciuill Magiſtrate, If you will judge 


{ hcreof by the Analogie of faith, you ſhall ſee the 


Eo D 3 bounds 


by faith, and that may not reſt vpon Peter,or any 0: | - 


the kingdome of heaxen:hereupon they would perſwade | 
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bounds and limits of both powers . Pazl ſubicQterh 
euery ſouleto the Ciuill power, andexcepterh none. 
Etiamſi ſis Apoſtolus chough thou be an Apoſtle,an E- 
uangeli(t,a Prophet,or wharſocuer elſe theu be, thou 
muſt be ſubiect to the ciuill power. For this ſubiection 
{Chrifoſt.in | (ſaith Chriſoſtome)is no hinderance to godlineſle. The 


o 


Epiſt. a4 | Apoſtle perſwadeththis ſubieQtion,not for humilitie, 
_K —_— or by way of curtelic, but injoynes it of neceſhtiez!Vee 


; | muſt needes be ſubiett, iaq; propter conſcientiam: and 
' | that which is due of conlicience, is ſo neceſlirie to be 
| done that it cannot be omitted withour hainous fin. 
Neceſhitie and Conſcience,be ftrong obligations for | 
ciull obedience. | = 1 
| Giue me leaue onthe other {ide toler you ſee the 
ſtrength and ſinewes of Ecclefiaſticall power. Then | 
looke vpon the decrees of the Church,ſingle as they 
are in themſelues,and feuered from the Princes coun- 
tenance. The decree thatthe Gentiles ſhould abſtaine 
from things offered vnto Idols, ts of that nature, 
Ad.15. And is it notlimited by the Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles? 1 Cor.10. Whatſoener i ſolde mm the ſhambl. s, 
eate,and aike no queſtion for conſcience ſake + But if any 
man ſay onto you this is ſacrificed vnto 1dols,eate it not, 
becauſe of him that ſhewed it, ani for conſcience: the con- 
| ſcience 1 ſay, not thine but of the other. 

Compare Paul, with Paul: power, with power: 
bond, with bond : and Law. with Law. Ciuill autho- 
ritie requireth a neceſſitic of obedience : Eccleſia- 
ſticall, giuerh a libertie to the Conſcience. The ci- 
uill Magiſtrate muſt be obayed fupply : TheEcc'e- 

flaſticall adinits caution , and reſpe&.. This bindes 


me 
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me onely in caſe of ſcandall: the other, as well out of 
offence,as in offence. | 
Though I had Gygesring, and liued without con- 
trolement of any eye, yet amT bound in conſcience 
to obey the poſitiue i. awes. Iam bound roobey both 
powers,butwith diſparitic : The ciuill ordinances,for 
clearing mine owne conſcience from f{inne: and Ec- 
clefiaſticall decrees, for comelineſle,for order, for {a- 
uing my brother from ſtumbling and offence. Tudge 
then whether authoritic is greater : the Myter,or the 
Scepter ? Both theſe offices are now conioyned in 
Chrift : and is he not greater in his Kingdome? He 
ſtands at the right hand of God as an aduocate and 
Prieſt: he fittethasa King. Thisputs a Scepter, the 
other giuecth a Cenſer into his hand. His Prieſthood 
-reacheth but ro the EleQ: his Kingdome iudgeth 
quicke and dead. Heis ſweetin his Prieſtizood, but 
ig his kingdome, high,patent,and magnificall. This 
is enough for the falihood of their conſtruftions. 


Touching the Sacraments , which is the ſecond | 


note, the Church of Rome doth no way rightly admi- 
niſter them : ſaue onely thart it retayneth the eſſentiall 
forme of Baptiſme. Otherwiſe they prophane it moſ 
groſly, in applying it to dead and ſenſleſle things. 
They mingle it with oyle, ſpertle, and ſalt, which can- 
not be done withour facriledge. is notthe element of 
water, which Chriſt inſtituted, ſufficient to repreſent 
his precious bloud for our regeneration,without theſe 
| mixtures ? : 

The other Sacrament, namely the Supper of the 
Lord: the Church of Rome hath not onely defiled, 


bur | 


i 
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bur quite altered,8 changed ir into a curſed, and an 
abhominableIdol of their Maſle: and fo haue peruer- 
ted vtterly, and annihilated Chriſts holy inſtitution. 
I. For whereas two things be neceſlariein Sacra- 
ments : the {igne,andthe thing ſignified: In this Sa- 
crament they rake away the Þ..a tor eſtabliſhing 
their tranſubſtantiation. 
2. That whichſhould be diſtributed vnto others, 
they keepe onely to themſelues, and ſo make it a pri- 
uate banquet,whereas it ſhould be a common feaſt. 
3- They keepe the Cup from the, people, which 
our Sautour commanded to be giuen to all. 
4+. Laſtly, in the Lords Supper, he offereth him- 
ſelfeto vs : and they offer him to GOD the Father : 
which cannot be done but by his eternall ſpirit: nor 
without his death,that died but once for euer. | 
Wheretheſe things are done ; the Eflentiall parts 
of the Sacrament is not kept : and therefore no Sup- 
per,no Sacrament, bur an horrible prophanation and 
plaineſacriledge. Hereby it may appeare how vn- 
iuſtly they complaine of vs for Apoſtafie & forſaking 
of them. Nallus pudor ef ad meliora tranſire. And if 
a man do teaueand depart froma particular Church 
in body, and yet forſake not the Communion 8& fel- 
lowſhip of the Apoſtles doctrine,nor the Sacraments 
rightly adminiſtred, but holdeth them with all other 
{incere Churches : he cannot be Apoſtata. 
OurRhemiſh Seminaries, ſay Luther, Caluin, &c. 
came out of their Church, not they out of ours. And 
that is the Catholique Church which is forſaken. But 
* right Apoſtaſic is a falling away from the true 
| | Catho- 
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Carholique and Apoſtolique Church of Chriſt, and 
that by reuolting trom the Apoſtles dodtrine, 8&rhe 
communion of the Catholique faith. Ve departed 
from them vpon ſuch occaſion, and in ſuch ſort, as 
Moſes ſometimes departed out of Egipr: or S. 4ugu- 
/tine from the Manicheis. De veſtris furmus (ſaith Ter- 
tullian) nec mirum, fuunt enim nou naſcuntur Chriſtian. 
The Church of Rome is neither Catholique, nor 
Apoſtolique: and therefore by leauing it we incurre 
no Apoſtacie. Not Catholique becauſe it is particu- 
laras the Churchof Alexandria, Milan, Epheſus,&c. | 
The Catholique Church is vniuerſall, and whereſo- 
cucr the faithfull be found, Ir is notpinned vp in one 

place, bur diſpeirced farre and necre. | 

Did the Goſpel begin atRome? was it not brought 
from Ieruſfalem, firſt tothe Grecians,and after to the 
Romanes? So then that Churchwas not the firſt: and 
if there werea Catholique Church beforeRome had 
any Church , I ſceno cauſe but there miay be ſtill a | 
Catholique Church withoutir. z 


not vpon the doarine of the Apoſiles , bur is fallen 
from it,defending inuocationof Saints,thatthe Apo- 
ftles raughr not : forbidding marriage againſt the A- 
poſtles Caueat. Anathematizing the Apoſtles do- | 
drine of Iuſtification by faith onely. Denying the 

faith, by aduancing of traditions aboue rhe vvord. - 
And therefore ſeeing we departed fromthat Church, 

where neither the word wy GOD could be purely 
taugbr, the Sacraments adminiſtref,nor God rightly 
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now 


An Apoſtolique Churchir is not,becauſe itreſterh 


worſhipped : and haue forſaken that Church that |. 
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| NOW it is : not that which once it was. The Church 
of Rome is rather guilty of Apoſtaſie, then we : be- 
cauſe it is fallen away from them from whom itre- 
cejued the Goſpell, Faith Religion,and their Church. 
Why hath the Citie of Rome forſaken her ſeauen 
hils, whereon that Citie was once built: and is now 
come downe to the. plaine > Happily they will ſay 
thar their Conduits and water courſes did faile them 
in thoſe hils, without which they could nor well liue. 
Thenlet them yeeld vs the like libertie for the wa- 
ters of life: thartthey themſelues haue taken for their 
common watcr. That water of life began to faile 
them inthe Church of Rome : They had broken all 
the Conduits and Pipes : they had ſtopped--vp all 
Veines, and had mingled the fountaines of water of 
life with mire and dirt : and ſo brought in a thirſt 
and hunger, not of bread and water , but of hearin 
the wordof God. And was it not then timeto leauc 
them ? 

Let them refuſe their Synagogues , forſake their 
broken Gyſternes that will hold no water : returne to 
thattrue & anncientfaith that was renownedthrough 
the world : and we will giue them the right hands of 
fellowſhip. With ioy will wee joyne cogether with 
them, and goe into the houſeof the Lord. - 

K they willnot:. I call heayen and earth to record 
againſt them this day: thatthey are fallen from rhe | 
Goſpell, from truth, from word, from Sacraments, 
fromReligion, from the houſe of God, from God | 
himſelfe. And all theſe 'our Churches ſtudice with 
great endeuourto maintaine intheir perfect dey 8 
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O pray, pray, forget nor to pray for that moſt cx- 
cellent inſtrument of GOD thar hath eſtabliſhed 
thele things amongſt vs by holy Lawes,and good au- 
 thoritie: Peace be within his walls , and plentiouſ- 

neſſe within his Pallaces. Yea the God of peace and 
plenty bleſſe him, for theſe bleflings that hee hath 
brought vpon vs, a thouſand, and ten thouſand fold, 
borh here, and in the world to come. 

And beloued, ceaſe not to crie out vnto God to 
fill our hearts with praiſe , and our mouthes with 
tharkes-giuing for theſe incſtimable mercies. When 
Gods benefits are recciued with thankfulnes and due 
account, then hee doth mulriply them exceedingly. 
| Seeing then that all the enemies wee haue , cannot 
| ſhew one point of doftrine maintained contrarie to 
! the wholeſome forme ſet downe in the word , and 
| proportion of faith : ſeeing they cannot iuſtly re. 
proue our adminiſtration of the Sacraments. Let 
not theſe graces of God towards our Churches be 
avi——_ by ſcornefull reproofes , or ſlaunderous 
Pamphlets : leaſt there follow queſtions,whether they 
be the houſes of God, or no? leaſt they be forſaken 
| by fanaticall and giddie ſpirits , as if they were the 
Synagogues of Sathan. as 

Theſe be the fruits that vnaduiſed whiſperings wil 
bring forrh : and this vſe the enemie of mankinde 


hath made of them. They haue ſerued him, asape- | 


dagogie, an ABC, or introduction of Schiſme, of 

frenzie, of Anabaprtiſticall confuſton. 
Two errors I haneobſerued that are the grounds, 
and occafions of theſe enormities. The firſt, is an 
| £2 - immo- 
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immoderate deſire of Chriſtian libertie. The ſecond, 
an importunate challenge of equalitic in gouerne- 
ment of the Church. 
As to the former, many are deceiued therein,and 
deceineothers : whileſtthey ſer Chriſtian libertie vp- 
on Tenter-hookes, and ſtretch it further then the na- 
ture thereof will beare : ſeekingnort onely aliberty of 
minde and conſcience in things indifferent , but a 
freedome alſo in their ations. Chriſtian libertie 
hath place in minde and conſcience alone : Ir con- 
tenteth it ſelfe if there be no burthen of merit, of iu- 
ſification, of holinefle, or pleaſing God vrged vpon 
the conſcience: that is the ſeare of Ieſus Chriſt, and 
if that be left free vato him, Chriſtian liberrie is ſafe 
and ſound. It reſpe&teth nothing but that which is 
betweene God and thee, And is not thisa goodly li- 
bertie, when we know that ſuch and ſuch things doe 
.neither iuftifie nor condemne vs afore God 2 If this: 
| content you not, valeſſe you may haue freedome al- 
ſo inyour actions todoe what you will : you haue left 
Chriſtian libertic,which reacheth nor to our actions, 
and reſpeQeth not that which is betweene thee, and 
thy neighbour: and thou.-art come roalicencious im- 
munitie. | | 
|/ This difference being obſerned, may appeaſema- 
| | nie controuerfies about indifferent things. Wherein 
| {if brethren-will hold but that moderation which true 
| | Divinitie reacheth , and retaine this freedome, our 
| Chriſtian libertic in their conſciences , which is not 
i | infringed ;and conforme their aQtions, that they doe 
| not ouerthwart good order, to the diſturbance ofthe 
| Church, 
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might we all goevp into the houſe of the Lord, and 
ſing in thetune of Angels. Ecce quam bonum,& quam 
incundum habitare fratres in unum ? | 

For as much therefore as God hath warranted the 
Magiſtrates authoritie in theſe caſes , and required 
our obeience : let vs no more thinke how to finde out 
pretences, Studia abeunt in mores. Bur if there be 
any conſolation in Chriſt, any comfort of loue, any 
fellowſhip of the ſpirit, any compaſſion and mercie, 
fulfill this ioy : that ye be like minded , hauing the 
ſame loue, being of one accord and judgement, that 
nothing be donerhrough contention,or vaine glory, 
but that in meekenefle of minde euery oneeſteeme 
other betterthen himſelfe. That we may all with one 
way, and one heart,goe vp into the houſe of the Lord. 


cedemonians, that ſo the leaſt and meaneſt might 
beare like ſway with the greateſt: The wiſe man an- 
ſwered: that hewhich called for it ſhould begin itfirſt 
at home in his owne houſe. And ifall men be care- 
fullro exclude paritie out of their priuare families : if 
{men experienced in policie and gouernement, will 
not admit it into the common-wealth, becauſe that 
cannot bepreferued with equalitie , but by authori- 
tie and rule: VVhy are not menas ſenſibleotthe houſe 


be obtruded onely to the Church? Becauſe diſtinQi- 
| Ons and incqualitic of Paſtors cannot be proued by 


Church,and offence of the Magiſtrate: How ioyfully 


As for equalitie, which is the other errour : when} 
one aduiſed Lycurgwus, toeſtabliſhit amongſt the La- 


of God,as of their owne houſes ?or why ſhould equa-| 
litie , thatis found intollerable in all other ſocieties, |. 
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| Scripture. Thar is not fo. There were divers Pa- 
ſtors vnder the Law : but they were not cquall. For 
| therewasone high Prieſt, as it werea tranſcendent a= 
| bouethem all: Buthis eminencie was to expreſk the 
| ſoucraignetic of Ieſus Chriſt : Then there were Cap- 
taines ofeuery family of the Leuites: and thatproues 
an inequalitie. Laſt of all,there were two ioyned with 
che high Prieſt,which are called rulers of the houſe of 
God, 1 Chro.24.5. 

In the new Teſtament there was diſtin&tion and 
incquatitie betweene the Apoſtles themſclues, orellſe 
Paulwould neuer haue called Peter and lames, and 
lobn, chicte and pillars of the Apoſtles. There was 
diſtinQion and inequalitic betweene the twelue Apo- 
files, andthe ſeauentie Diſciples. We reade of ma- 
nic Paſtors at Epheſus, A&.20. And in the Reuelati- 
on Johy writcth to the Angel of the Church of Ephe- 
ſas, which euicteth neceſiarily, that there was one 
greater then thereſt Par in parem non habet imperinm. 
But Paul gaue Timothie amthoritice ouer Paſtors : | 
Therefore hee ordayned and intended an inequalitie, 
and no paritic amongſt the Paſtors of the Church. 
The reaſons of thoſe that call for equalitic inthe Mi- 
| niſters, are not made to build vp , and they are too 
| % weake to pull downe. : | 
Abrabam ſaith grauely vnto Lot : Let there be no 
| contention betweene mee and thee ; for wee are bre- 
| tbren * that is one reaſon. Againe, the Cananite end 
| the Pherizite are yer in the Land: another motiue. In 
| | which caſe who knowes nor, that the aduerſaries of 
| | our doQrine, will ſooner be ouercome with _—_ 
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then diſtracted forces ?and ſo we that fight the Lords 
barrailes cannot diſioyne our ſelues wxhour preva- | 
rication and bootie. Away then with all fingulari- 
{tie and admiring of our owne opinions, Know yee 
not that it is the ſeminarie of inward contention ? 
the Spirit of the Prophets muſt be ſubic& to the 
Prophets. Let vs haue but one heart, and ane way, 
that wee may fill the Lords houſe with. garlands of 
victories : that wee may beate our aquerſaries from 
humane merits, and bring them to the djvine mer- 
cies : from free-will, and the poſhibilities of Nature, 
to the grace of God : from traditians, to the writ- 
ten Word : from elauation, adoration, circumge- 
Ration, tranſubſtantiarion'of the Sacrament, to the 
commemoration of Chriſts death , and a ſweet frui- 
tion thereot by faith. From their Hierarchie and vi- 
ſible Monarchie , to the headſhip of our Lord Ieſus 
Chriſt, From ſuperſtition , to the true vvorſhip of 

GOD. = | 
O how glorious are theſe holy triumphs? how in- 
ſantly doe they call vpon vs to combine our ſelues 
together, that the conuerſion and offering vp of the 
Papiſts may be acceptableand ſanCtificd. will not 
 diſmiſſe you of the Laitiewithout ſome ſhortexhorta- 
tion topeace. The very name of peace is a ſweet word, 
| but the work is ſweeter. ] cannot alwayes ſpeake of it: 
But thatwhich I cannot alwayes ſpeake of, that you 
| nay keepealwayes. As for cxample. Hethatpraiſeth 
God, with his tongue cannot doe itcuer: bur hethat 
praiſeth God with his life and conuerfation,may cuer 
doeit, Euenſo doel commend the words and a” 
| of 
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of peace vntoyou. Or if you thinke me vnworthie to 
commend fuch a diuine blefling : looke if it be nor 


| the word of our great and worthieft King. He com- 


mandeth ir vnto vs from the Author of peace. Beats 
pacifici, Not pacidici, but pacifici. Bleiled are, not the 
praiſcrs, bur the praQtiſers of peace. Let the moun- 
taines bring peace , and thelirrle hils righteouſneſle 
vnto thy people , O thou Prince of peace. And fo 
the God of peace thar brought againe from the dead 
our Lord Ieſus, the great Shepheard of the ſheepe, 
through the bloud of the cucrlaſting Teſtament, 

| a you perfect in all good works, work- 

king in you that which is pleaſantin 
his fight through Ieſus Chriſt, 
to whom be praiſe for 
euer and cuer, 
Amen. 
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